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SPEECH, 
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LORD GEORGE BENTINCK rose and swd: Sir, often 
as I have experienced tlie undeserved kindness and patienco 
of this House, I never felt that I had so much need of thesi^^ , 
on the present occasion, when, for the first time, I am going 
to introduce a measure in whieh the interests of my country 
are deeply concerned. Sir, it is not that I feel any want of 
confidence in the intrinsic value of the measure which I am 
going to introduce to the House, for in it I have confidence the 
most enthusiastic; hut it is because I fear, lest through the 
feebleness of the advocate, a measure which, so far as its 
value goes, must depend on its practical machinery, and which 
has had the care and anxious solicitude of men of far superior 
intellect to mine — a measure which has been prepared by men 
whose time may be measured by minutes and valued in gold, 
should suffer from such weak advocacy as mine. Sir, when I 
say that my right hon. Friend the Lord M«iyor of York (Mr. 
Hudson), and Mr. Robert Stephenson,, and last,, but not least, 
Mr. Laing, have patriotically saciificed tiaeir entire time to the 
preparation of this measure, I think the House will feel with 
me that there have been the soundest and most powerful uu- 
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bo estimated at 10,000,000{. (Hear, hear.) On the contrary. 
Sir, I look with confident hope that good will rise out of 
ovil, and that so far from lying down and weeping over onr 
misfortune, like children lost in a wood, we shall have 
tho spirit to look our difficulties fairly in the face, and 
to be resolved to exercise a firm determination to over- 
come them. (Hear, hear.) 

Sir, I cannot forget that England has had her bad days 
as woU as Ireland ; that we have known the time when 
tho counties of England have been ravaged by the fires 
of tho iuocudiar3' ; that we have seen the time in England 
when the Sovereign dared not go into his own City of 
London. I cannot forget that in later times, so little while 
ago as the year 1842, England, though not supporting, 
as now she aud Ireland together are constrained to support, 
2,000,000 beings in idleness in the latter country, did 
support, by hor parish rates, 1,427,000 persons ; that of 
those no less than 83,000 adult able-bodied men were actually 
coufiaod within the w^iUs of the workhouse, and 407,000 adult 
ablo-bodied labourers were sustained by the parish. Well, 
thou, it does seem to me that, when we come to estimate the 
condition of Ireland, and compare it with that of England in 
no very distant times, tliere is not so great a difference be- 
tween tho present state of Ireland and that of England in the 
yoars 1841 and 1842 that we need despair of finding the 
moans to overcome our difficulties. (Hear, hear.) Well, Sir, 
1841 and 1842 were years of great distress and of difficulty 
to England, and what has occurred since to change the face 
of affairs in this country, and to restore England from a state 
of distress and poverty to a condition the most prosperous and 
most affluent that ever was known in the annals of her history? 
Sir, I am aware that there are some who ascribe all this im- 
provement, and all tlus prosperity, to the operation of those 
measures of free trade which were commenced in the year 
1842. There are some, I know, who have expressed it as 
their opinion that the reduction of five-sixteenths of a penny 
of the duty on cotton, the free introdootion of some 27,000 
head of foreign cattle, the admiBsion of foreign timber at 
reduced duties, and laAt, hut u^i V^M^^^s^^xwik^SassM^sso.^ 
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( feathers, (laughter,) aro the causes of all the pposrperity 

a ire noir sa happily experience ; \mt I, for one, am uome 

3sed't6 aseribe it to that enterprise — that railway enteiprise 

hioh arose about that periiod of our history. (Kear.) And 

ilk I recollect that in the last three or four years eomethkig 

3 13,000,0002. sterling a year has been spent in wage? to l^e 

:ive industry of this country in the construction -of railtrays, 

d that for their construction 200,000 able-bodied lltbourers, 

reiving upon an average 22s, a week, have been called frotti 

le parish and the workhouse to execute them, 1 think tliat 

i requires no conjuror to discover that the change which Hals 

.•ome over the circumstances of the country, arises not from 

any political changes that have taken place in the commercial 

policy of the country, but that it has arisen from that mighty 

enterprise which has given employment to so many people, 

and at the head of which stood my right hon. Friend the Lord 

Mayor of York. (Hear, hear.) 

3ir, I shall not go back to investigate all the rec<nn- 
mendations that have been made by the various persons in 
. authority, and by various Committees of this House ; but 
this I think I may venture to say, that there has been 
no inquiry made by Parliament, in which the result has not 
.been tile recoramend(ytion that the difficulties of Ireland 
should be sought to be overcome by stimulating tlie en? 
plbyment of lier people. (Hear, hear.) Sir, in the ye 
.1«886 there was a Commission appointed by Her Majesty 
inquire into the advantages of Railway Communication 
Ireland. The result of that inquiry was a report from those al 
- €ommi0SionerB j recommending that a system of Raihrays 
Ihellnndt should be carried out, and that this shotdd be done 
^assisttmee of funds from the Government. Sir, I will 
-tra\^l oip^r the old beaten ground with respect to the rea 
whielv they m ably gbve for making ^is recommBudation 
wiU not repeat' tothe H-oase the many proofs which they 
of the wonders which easy communication had perforn 
Irekmd, or ef the perfect success which had attended 
grant maid^ by Parliament for improving roads and oov 
oatUm in' Ii^ekBd. But, Sir; that report was foHowed* 
aiKrther report, which was the report of Lenrd Devons 
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confiithed all tlic i'ecommendations of tlie Railway Commis- 
sioners. In his report lie pointed to the opening of com- 
munications and to assistance by loans from the Goyem- 
ment as the best means of finding employment for the 
people. Well, Sir, this brings me to the existing state of 
railway Enterprise in Ireland. Sir, I find that there have passed 
Acts of Parliament for 1,523 miles of railway in Ireland, and 
though some of these Acts have passed so long as eleven years 
' ago, up to this time 123 miles only of railway have been com- 
pleted, and I think that only 164 miles more arc in course of 
completion in the present year. This must prove to the House 
tliat there is some weakness, some debility in Ireland, which 
prevents them from carrying out those entei-prises which, in 
England and Scotland, have caused the completion already, I 
believe, of 2,600 miles of railway, and have caused new Acts 
to be passed for constructing 5,400 miles more — 8,000 in the 
whole- (Hear, hear.) 

Well, then. Sir, is it that the circumstances of Ireland, 
that the poverty of Ireland, and the state of her population, 
make hers a condition that is not likely to prove advantageous 
' to railway speculators ? Far from it. By a report, for which I 
am indebted to Mr. Stephenson, I find that the population of 
Ireland and. the population of Kngland and Wales are as nearly 
as possible upon a par. In England, it appears, by the last 
census of 1841", that there is for every two acres and one-fifth 
of land, one individual of the population ; whilst in Ireland the 
population amounts to one on every two acres and a quarter. 
And in this comparison, let me tell you that the 7,000,000 
acres of waste bog and of water on the surface of Ireland are 
taken into consideration. Therefore, if you compare the cul- 
. tivated acres of England and of Wales with the cultivated 
acres of Ireland, you would find the balance in favour of Ire- 
land, and that Ireland is more densely inhabited than England 
and Wales. Now, Sir, perhaps you will tell me, " that tlus 
may be a very good argument as far as. population is concerned; 
but what is the use of population, if they have no money to 
pay for their conveyance, by railways ?" Sir, my right hon. 
Friend who sits beside me (Mi*.' Hudson) will tell you that in 
' all railway speculations p6^\il&t\OTL\%\i^^\si\^^ ^%\^«««sBa. 
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of their success ; property second ; aud if you tell me that tb» 
population of Ireland is incapable of travelling from want of 
means^ I must answer you with the assertion of this fact, tlutt 
it is not so ; for by a return that I have got here, and for 
which I am indebted to the industry of Mr. Laing, I find that 
the number of passengers who travel upon Irish railways, as 
compared with the nimiber who travel either upon the Scottish 
or English railroads, is exceedingly greater. (Hear, heac.) 
The House may be surprised to hear it ; but the fact is this, 

. that while upon the Scotch and English railways the average 
number of passengers who travel is but 11,800 per mile per 
annum, upon the Ulster Railway the number who travel is no 
less than 21,790 per mile per annum (hear, hear); and on the 
Drogheda and Dublin line the number is 18,250 per mile per 
annum. (Hear, hear.) 

But, Sir, I am not going to take only these two Irish 
railroads, that have already been completed, and one of 
which, the Ulster Railway, is looked upon as the Londoik 
and Birmingham line is regarded in this country ; but I will 
venture to take the bull by the horns, and to contrast 
the Ulster Railway with our own London and Birmingham^ 
and I find that in the year which has just passed, the Ulster 
Railway and the Dublin and Drogheda Railway, consisting- 
together of fifty-six miles only in length, have carried 1,11 1,442^ 
passengers, against 1,008,000 passengers carried by the Lon* 
don and Birmingham Railway, which measures double the 
distance. (Hear, hear.) Well then. Sir, I think that if it is 
to be objected to my plan that the poverty of Ireland, the 
poverty of her people, wiU make railroads in Ireland a ruinous 
speculation, and that it is impossible for England to advance 
money to Ireland with any just expectation that the debt will 
be repaid ; I say that the practical experience that we have 'of 
the few railroads already constructed in Ireland gives a flat 
denial to any such argument. Then, Sir, I may be asked, if 
this be the case, and if there is this promise of profits in Irish 
enterprise applied to railways, how is it that private speculator 
do not come into the market ? Sir, I am imable to answe 
that question satisfactorily ; but the fact is so, that Englial 

capital will not come forward to inveat itself in Ireland 



There is a feeling of distrust towards all Irish spectdations, 
and there is an ignorance of that country in England, 
which prevents English capitalists from venturing their 
money in these concerns. And if any proof of this is 
wanting, I could instance the case of the North British Rail- 
way, and compare it with the Great Southern and Western 
Railway in Ireland. There are already completed of the 
Great Southern and Western Railway fifty-six miles. That 
railway is but just completed, is opened only for passenger 
traffic, and is not open for goods. And there are completed 
of the North British Railway and its branches seventy-two 
miles, which are partly open for goods traffic as well as that 
of passengers. Now the traffic upon the Great Southern and 
Western (Ireland) amounted in the last week to 1,028^ upon 
the fifty-six miles completed ; while upon the North British 
Railway, which cost 26,300?. per mile against 15,000?. a mile, 
which the Great Southern and Western (Ireland) cost, the 
amount of traffic exceeded that of the Great Southern and 
Western by only 339?., its gross traffic having been 1,367?. 
— (hear, hear) — and though according to all common sense 
the Great Southern and Western Railway (Ireland) should be 
the most profitable concern for speculation, yet such is the 
feeling in the money market of England, that the worse rail- 
way of the two is at 40?. premium, while the better railway is 
at 21, discount ; that is to say, the North British is at 40 per 
cent, premium, while the Great Southern and Western (Ire- 
land) at the last sale was, I believe, at 2?. discount upon the 
50?. shares. (Hear, hear.) Well then, I think I have shown 
you there is something in fashion, something in confidence, 
which occasions the unwillingness of English capitalists to 
vest their capital in Ireland. 

But if I look to another part of the question, I must 
remember that many of the railway proprietors in Ireland 
are the landlords and tenantry of that country, and the 
presence of the very calamity which now impoverishes and 
afflicts Ireland, affords an adequate reason why the local 
proprietors of Ireland should not be able to meet their 
calls — (hear, hear) — and the consequence is, that some, of 
the best speculations in Ireland are wq^ ^\ii&.\. Ss» ^wsssass^ 
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Oftlled " stuck fast" fot want of money. I take the rftilwAyj 
in the southern parts of Ireland, and this is the report wWcl 
we have received from two engineers (Mr. Bidder, jun., and Mr 
Siodith) who have heen travelling in Ireland investigating 'iSii 
question of Irish railroads for ns, and' they say of the rttilwfe^ 
from Thnries to Cork, which is sixty miles in length, tliat* ii 
will he commenced as fast as the land and money can be- tib 
taincd ; that the branch to Limerick, which is twenty*i^c 
miles in length, will be completed by the time the main line* it 
open to Tipperary, and that that ^ent must depend- upon the 
supply of money ; of the KiHamey Junction, which is fortj 
miles in length, they say it is advertised, but that there is nc 
money to commence. They say of the Cork and Fermoyline. 
which is sixteen miles in length, that the works are stopped 
for want of funds ; of the Limerick and Watcrford, wiiich it 
fifty miles in length, that it is stopped also for want of money; 
also of the Cork and Bandon line, which is sixteen miles long ; 
the Cork and Waterford, which is ninety-seven miles inl^mgtii; 
and' the Cork line to Passage and Blackrock, which is six smi 
a half miles long ; that all these are stopped from the same 
cause — want of money — (hear, hear) — ^making, in those serrei 
counties in the southern parts of Ireland, 290 miles of raihraj 
which are stopped from want of money. Of the DiiWin anc 
Mullingar line, it is reported that the company are proseciztin^ 
their works with vigour, and that they have 3,000 men em 
ployed — that is, more than sixty men per mile; but that^i 
great many more would be employed if the company had strfB 
cient funds ; so that it is evident the company is disposed' t( 
prosecute their works with the greatest vigour. Why is it 
then, that they cannot accompliish their works with the quick 
ness they desire ? It is because there is a general distrust *ii 
the English market respecting Trish lines, which is an efectua 
bar to their getting money on reasonable terms, and ii is m; 
proposition that the Government shoidd" come to therr id3«- 
(hear) — and the proposition I have to make to this House h 
that for every lOOf. properly expended' upon railways, 2002 
should be lent by Government, at the very lowest ihteros 
at which, on the credit of the Government, that amount' c/ 
be raised. It may be said' that this \a letidm^ to the eompor 
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at a lower t-ate of iiiterest. than money has been lieretofpre 
lent. It may Be said,, also, and, of course, will be said by oppo- 
nents of this scheme,, tliat this is insufficient security. But I 
hope, with the indulgence of the House, to be able before I 
sit down, to satisfy the House that under the restriction I 
propose to put upon this proposal, the money so expended will 
be amply secured. I. have long often consulted anxiously upon 
this point with one who is the chairman of companies whose 
railways extend 1,700 miles in length, and who has the con- 
trol of 45,000,000?.; and he is. prepared to pledge his com- 
mercial reputation and character to the country, that the State 
shall not lose one single farthing by the proposition. (Hear.) 
My right hon. Friend the Lord Mayor of York (Mr. Hudson) 
will tell you that the worst railway that is under his direction, 
would afford cent, per cent, security to Government; and I 
shall' be prepared to show you that of all the railways that 
ever hare been constructed in this country, in Belgium, or in 
Scotland, the worst would afford ample security to Govern- 
ment. (Hear, hear.) I am speaking, of course, of passenger 
lines; 4ot the question here is entirely of passenger lines, and 
not of mineral- lines. Well, I have said that my proposition 
is, that Gbvemment' is to lend at the interest for which it can 
he borrowed; and' though the interest at present would* be 
3L^8, 8ii.per «ent., yet I wHl assume itto be 3| percent. — ^tliat 
Giyrsmmont^ wto lend at' that interest, and take the seenritj 
of 4he whole railway. ConiequMitly, a line paying 71. upim 
300^. expended, WDuld afford ampte security for 2001. lent by 
the State at 3t U)«. per cent.; aod I am, therefore, prepared 
to piove that, a line wihicli paid but a dividend of 21. 6«. ScL 
per oent;, irouidsatffiEnd perfect security for the interest of tlie 
loan lemt by the Govenanexit. 

But, ^c^ Ifwinsbow you lihct tla»re is no line i^at wmdd 
not do &rnorethan thisi The line in the empire of whleh 
the gross traffic receipts are- l^loweBt^ is^tbatft'om Arbroath 
ta F<MKfaiTj The ^ofls reoeiptB upon that line, which cost 
:9;0002. per mik, were in the ffret year but 468?., while 
the cost ef wcviltng the line was 2021. per mile, and jelt 
•upon ilist' Mne> even at tluit loir amount of traffic, the 
Governpug^t wovM -have 3% *^ <i«o*i, Vc^^^!^^\.^ >r?n^vs^% ^ 



per cent, over to the shareholders. (Hear, hear.) To 
show what the Arhroath and Forfar line was, I must tell 
the House that all the traffic that existed hetween the two 
towns previous to the formation of this railway, was of only 
that amount that it was carried on hy one horse and a light 
cart, which travelled between the two towns three days a 
week. The population of those towns is only 8,707 Bjki. 
9,620 respectively, and there are only a few intermediate 
villages; and yet the nimiber of passengers now carried by the 
railway amounts to 90,000 a year, or 247 per day, yielding 
an average amount of receipts of 150?. to 200?. per week, 
which was a profit of five per cent, upon the whole of the ex- 
penditure, that being 145,000?. (Hear, hear.) Having se- 
lected the worst line in the empire, taken, too, in its earliest 
infancy, and shown that the security to the Government will 
be sufficient ; 1 have now to show to the House the grounds 
upon which I conclude that the passing of this measure would 
have the effect of stimulating English capital, and that it 
would forthwith set to work English capitalists to complete 
the railways in Ireland. Before I go on, my right hon. Friend 
(Mr. Hudson) reminds me that I ought to have stated that 
this security of 100?., properly expended, for every 200L of 
loan, is not the only security to be had. We propose to make 
the Railway Commissioners, of whom you formed last year^ a 
board which is responsible to Parliament — to make them a 
board for the purpose of dealing out these loans to the public. 
We propose to throw the entire responsibility upon this board; 
and unless they shall report to the Commissioners of the 
. Treasury that the railway which applies for a loan is likely to 
be beneficial to the country, and to afford profitable employ* 
ment, and it offers reasonable and sufficient security to the Qio* 
vernment, that the State is not to be called upon, even where 
the share capital of the company has been expended, to ad* 
vance any money to that railway. 

But I was going on to show in what position my pro« 
position would place the shareholders; and whilst it would 
be at once clear to the House, that under my proposal 
a line that pays 4 per cent, upon its entire cost — ^that is to ;. 
sajr, 121. upon every 300?. laid out — ^would . pay to the j 
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share-capitalists 5L interest, after repaying the Govern- 
ment 3^. 10«. upon every 100^. lent; so a line which pays 
5 per cent, upon the entire cost of the railway would, after 
paying 71, interest for the 200i. lent hy Government, leave SI. 
for the share-capitalists, ^hile that is clear to the House, I 
will show to you what effect my proposition would have upon 
the railways which are now in existence, and are stopped for 
want of money. I will take a concern, in which the largest 
numher of shareholders are Irish proprietors — the Waterford 
and Limerick railway. The position of that railway is this : 
the cost of it was estimated at 750,000/., hut a power waa 
given to horrow 250,000/. more ; and from the experience of 
all railways constructed in this country and in Scotland, I think 
I should not be safe unless I estimated the entire cost of 
that railway at the amount, not of the estimated capital, but 
also of the loan the company has power to raise ; therefore I 
will assume that this railway shall cost 1,000,000/. before it 
is completed. The company have already expended 324,000/* 
upon the construction of the line, and are now stopped for want 
of money ; the consequence is, that though 27/. 10^. has been 
paid up out of each 50/. share, these shares are at from 12/. to 
14/. discount, or in other words, 50 per cent, discount ; so 
that, in point of fact, the market value of the 324,000/. so 
expended upon that railway is worth only about 162,000/. 
Now under my proposition it would not be necessary to make 
any further vain calls upon the shareholders ; they would be 
entitled at once to demand from the Government a loan equal 
to 648,000/., which would, as nearly as may be, complete the 
line. What would be the effect of all this ? Why, it wa& 
estimated that the traffic of the railway would admit of a divi- 
dend upon 750,000/. of 6| per cent. ; but considenng that the 
true expenditure would be, not 750,000/., but 1,000,000/., it 
would give 5 per cent, as the probable dividend on the whde 
cost of the railway. But if the Government lent them two- 
thirds of the required capital at 3^ per cent., the effect would 
be that upon ■ the 324,000/. share-capital already expended,, 
there would be a fair and early prospect of 8 per cent, divi- 
dend being divided ; and the simultaneous effect would be 
that the shares of that company^ instead of being dead in thft 
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' market, and at a discount of 162,000^., would instantly rise to 
a consideraHle premium, and the landed proprietors and' the 
tenantry of Ireland, now unable to meet their calls, would be 
enabled to get rid of their shares at a premium, and empl6y 
the money so obtained in the improvement of their estates and 
of their farms, thutf givihg fresh employment to the poof of 
Ireland. Thus my proposition would have a doubly bene- 
fieial effect : it would instantly set to work a great nmnber'of 
persons, and it would enable the landed proprietors who ore 

■ now shareholders in the concern to make use of their mon^y 
for the improvement of their estates and the employment of 
the people. (Hear, hear.) This line, which is a most im- 
portant one, passes through three baronies in the county of 
Tipperary, and one in Kilkenny ; and in a letter which I hare 
received from the Earl of Glcngall, his Lordship informs me 
they are prepared to set at work 60,000 men in the counties 
of "Kilkenny, Limerick, and Waterford ; and that those four 

■ baronies which I have mentioned have been paying 4,000?. 
a piece for some months since in employment upon tfaebe 
public works, with every prospect of those demands being 
continued upon them for the next eight months ; and all tttb 
expended upon those useless works of which the only re- 
sults are to spoil the roads and obstruct the public con- 
veyances. 

Sir, I may be told that within these three or four days some 
* magic influence has come over Her Majesty's Govemnteifty 
and induced them to allow money for the eai-th-works on tiiis 
li^aterfbrd and Limerick Railway to be advanced upon the 
«ecnrity of the baronial sessions' presentments. But I think 
' this is a dunny and cumbrous way, and one not altogetb:^ 
just, for it is not just that the lasd should be burdened fbr iSLe 
support of the railways. 1 think it is much simpler that' ilie 
loan should be made directly to the railways, and not upon fiie 
security of the land. (Hear, hear.) This pix>cess of lending 
to the railway through the instrumentality of tlie land' is' a 
propotal tiifttwas made to this House in i^e year, I thiric, 
1889, and though whenit was firat proposed it was carried' by 
a majority, yet the Ministry of that time fonaeaw ihs^'it 
eovHd not be earned, and Anally abandoned it. i^ ^is^ 
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utterly impossible to assess upoji the land-owners any 
rafi^ by which, ihey can be called upon to contribute in 
any fiur ratio to the maintenance of i^aillvays. The land 
which is close to a ^rst-class station may be increased 
iayaiue 1,000 per cent., while the property abutting upon 
the old channeflfl of communication may actually suffer depre- 
ciation. Therefore, my idea is, that these advances should be 
made in a pladn. and simple way at once to the railways them- 
selves. And, Sir, when I am on the subject of t^ese railways 
in. the -southern districts of Ireland, I have not only to tell 
you that this one company (the Waterford and Limerick) are 
prepared to- employ 16,000 men on iJiese works, but I will 
4;ake the liberty of reading to the House an application made 
by the Chairman of the Southern and Western Railway to 
Government last May upou the same subject. On tlie 22nd 
of May, last year, Mr, George Carr, Chairman of the Great 
Southern and Western Eailway, addressed this letter to Sir 
R. Peel :— 

" I have ODDsidted the pniici])al contractors on onr line, and I find 
that, in case we had at- onec a sum of 500,000/., they would undertake 
to give immediate employment to many thousands in distress, now desti- 
tnte and vncsaployed. By- a simtdtaneous action the employment 
would be distributed judioiou^y along the greater part of the line ; and, 
the wages being paid in cash, and with the most scrupulous regularity, 
the disborMment of sneh a considerable sum through the labouring 
claftsot:muBtalleviate,. if not. entirely remove^ ail appneheiisions of suf- 
fering from want and idleness." 

Again, he says — 

'* The GoTer&ment- hat now an oppMiniiity of affording the greatest 
extent of relief, with the certainty of a pvnotnal repayment of ever}' 
shilling berrowed." 

And he encloses a- copy of a letter that ho himself had ad- 
dressed,, through their Secretary, Mj-. Brick wood, to the 
Exchequer Loan Commissioners in Ireland. In that letter he 
tells them, ^at — 

*< The whoda Une ia a tnlleshdrt of 200 miles in length; that the 
dense population, of the towns along the line — ^Thuries, Templemosc, 
Tlpperary — haw long been notorious for its turbulent and discontented 
cfaancter^ now aggraytfted byfitmine.'* 

Hejustly says— • 

" There amteitra no way of arerting the impending calamitY^ but hv 
^ grnngfuH nai actirr employment \k t\iH "^^ssasScr^ r 



And he adds — 

'' This most desirable object the railway company confidently xm 
take to eflfect. All the works at this stage are of that description 1 
can bo executed by the ordinary labour of the country ; and, wii 
certainty of obtaining the aid now sought, I may safely assert, * 
50,000 poor fellows, now starving and idle, will be placed in a condi 
to earn such wages as will render them and their wretched families o 
fortable and independent during the two most t^Ting months of 
year, July and August, when the old crop is exhausted, and the 
not ripe." 

Now, can any one for a moment reflect on this offer by 

Great Southern and Western Railway Company thus to < 

ploy 50,000 labourers, and not come to the opinion that t 

wisdom and true economy were concerned in making the 

quired loan of 500,000?. to them ? (Hear, hear.) I 

whether the effect would not have been, so far at least 

those counties through which these railways would pass w 

concerned, that England would not have been called upoi 

pay one-half the expense of their presentments for the mi 

tenance of their poor ? (Hear, hear.) Sir, in addition 

these communications, we have one from Mr. Dargan, 

great contractor, in Ireland, who has contracted for 300 m 

of railway there, and who says that he is stopped, as rega 

102 miles, partly from being unable to get possession of 

land, and partly from want of money; but that if he were 

liberty to proceed, he would the next day put in employm 

30,000 men upon these 102 miles. (Hear, hear.) It m 

however, be said, that my proposal will only affect those cc 

ties through which these railways pass ; but I beg leavi 

tell the House, that of the 1,340 miles of railway for w 

Bills were passed in 1845 and 1846, and those previ( 

passed, the result is, that there are but four counties ir 

land that would not be traversed by railway. These j 

think, the counties of Mayo, Sligo, Roscommon, and Ge 

but there are already in Parliament Bills for an extensio 

way from Athlone to Galway, with an extension to 

which will traverse the end of Roscommon, and go t 

the centre of Galway, and which those intelligent m 

Bidder and Mr. Smith, employed by Mr. Stephenson, 

us is the line of all others of the greatest importano 

welfare of the country, and would certainly pay 5 j 

Sir, there cannot be a doubt, if this measure were 
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that anotHer branch, the Great Midland and Western Railway, 
from Longford to Sligo, would also be carried out, passing 
through the iron and coal mines of Sligo, and thereby opening 
to us iron which, according to the report of the Railway Com- 
sioners in 1837, is of the finest description — of the richest and 
most luxuriant ore, with excellent coal for smelting purposes, 
as well as limestone quari'ies at hand, but which cannot 
he worked successfully for want of railway communication. 
(Hear, hear.) Another line, for which I think a Bill is 
now before Parliament, would be carried out also to Cavan; 
and then there would not be a single county in Ireland which 
would not be traversed by railways. There have already 
passed Acts of Parliament empowering railway companies 
to complete 1,522 miles of railway ; there are before the 
House, at the present moment. Bills for 150 miles more ; and 
there are lines from Limerick to Tarbert, a branch to Cas- 
tlebar, a branch to Roscommon, a branch to Loughrea, a 
branch to Ennis, and others which will certainly be made,, 
if this Bill passes, and railway speculators are thus assured 
of assistance by the Government. These lines, in length 
268 miles more, make altogether 1,970 miles; of which 123 
are completed, and 164 in progress, leaving somewhere about 
200 miles of margin for railways which might be disallowed 
by the Railway Commissioners. 

Now, Sir, in introducing this measure to the House, 
it has not been my wish to bring forward any proposition 
either of hostility or rivalry to the Government of my 
noble Friend. I have assured the House publicly, and 
privately I have pledged my honour to my noble Friend 
the First Minister, that I seek no advantage from the car- 
rying of this measure; and that it is my anxious hope that 
we may come to the consideration of it as if it were a great 
private Bill, and we were all selected Members of the Com- 
mittee to inquire into its worth. With regard to the mea- 
sure itself, though the idea of it originated so far back as 
September, at the house of my hon. Friend Sir J. Tyrell ; 
and though the Bill was drawn so far back as November 
last, yet, until 1 had given notice of the measure in this 
House, with the exception of my hon. Friend tha MakscJ^^^ 
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• for Httnrich (JMajor Beresfbrd), who enjors our full- 
dene^ we had- sttrdionslj avoided conimunicactnig' our 
«itliw to any Irish Member, or to any English or i 
Gentleman connected with Irish railways or with Irisl 
perty. We thought, as it was a measure which callec 

' England for a large advance of money, it would he 
becoming that no jury should sit upon it but one com 

• exclusively of English Members ; and I therefore tru 
Irish Gentlemen will not think that we exercised" an 
courteous discretion when we fbrebore to consult them 
introducing this measure to the House. (Hear, hear.) 
amongst other considerations, that there were those 
doors who were disposed to raise a clamour against 
proposition for assistance coming from Ireland ; and 1 
would be more consistent with the dignity of the Ixisl 
tlemen, and with their true interest, that this measure 
be above the suspicion of being what is called an Irifl 
(Hear, and a laugh.) It may be said that this prop 
is one more favourable to Irish railroads and Irish prop 
than that which they have themselves proposed. My I 
have considered, with me, their proposition ; but on tl 
CDUSideration we could give to it, we came to the opinic 
the measures proposed by^ the Irish Gentlemen them 
though they might have the effect of completing, aftei 

' delay, the best lines, would not have the effect chiefly d 
and that is, to stimulate and promote the profitable i 
MEDIATE employment of the people on a great scale, 
hear.) My right hon. Friend, who has never undertak 
railway enterprise that has not ended in success, and 
perhaps the best judge of this matter, was of opinio 
adthomgh such encouragement as the Irish Gentlemen 
mig^, in the course of a few years and by dow d 
cause railway enterprise to 'be carried out in Ireland. 

' wordd not have the ^ect of immediately stimulati 
execution of them. WiAout this, half our purpose 
be lost. In this, then, consists the grand distinct! 
tweon our plan and that of the Irish Noblemen an 
tlemen. 

The great question now arises, Bnd it is this : Hf 
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t can you, by yotrr" sdiemo, find emplo}Tnent for^ We 
\r l»y experience — at' least I know by information recei>'^ 
» Mr. Stephenson, the engineer of the line — that the 
idto and Birmingham Railway employed 100 men per 
5 in its constmction, for fbur conseentive years. The 
[don and Birmingham lln«, however, was one far mopo 
Dnsive in its works than the Irish lines, of which the out- 
average cost is estimated at 16,0001. per mile. The 
mate of Mr. Stephenson is, that, taking one line with 
kher throughout Ireland, to execute the whole of them 
Id require the services of sixty men per mile for four 
jeeutive years. Sixty men per mile for 1,500 miles woidd 
y constant employment, for four consecutive years, to 
)0O men on the earthworks and line alone (hear, hear) ; 
H is estimated that the eniployment given to quarrymen, 
ficersi and others, not actually engaged on. the line of road, 
Id occupy six men per mile for the whole number of miles 
ertjonstruction. This would give 9,000 men more, to which 
r be added — that which experience teaches is the fact — ^that 
a a new railway passes through a country, the new ffenees 
•e made, the fields to be squared, the new drains and'water- 
rses to be cut, and the new roads to be constructed, aleo 
tpj at least six men per mile, which will give 9i000 men 
e, making altogether a total number of 108,000 men. 
there are other miscellaneous emplt>yments to which the 
;ndittrre of so large a sum of money necessarily gives 
, and it is thought to be putting the nimibervery low when 
^imate the able-bodied men required to be employed at 
t wages, in order to accomplish 1,500 miles of railway in 
and at 110,000, representing with their families 550,000 
fons. (Hear, hear.) Then, Sir, if, as I have shown, 
iout cost to this country, and in the end adding greatly to 
wealth of this country, we could, by such a measure as 
, for four consecutive years, feed, by means of good 
09 to the heads of families, 550,000 of the population of 
emd, it must be admitted that we ehould go a groat way 
iBfinsting my noble PHend to carry out his new Poor Law 
endioent scheme for Ireland. (Hear, hear.) But by this 
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proposition we expect not only to be able to give subsis 
to 550,000 persons, but we seek to provide also for the 
forts of these poor people in the course of their employi 
We have not forgotten the interests of the labourers ; fo 
ing out the recommendation of the report of the Ra: 
Labourers' Committee, we have inserted in our Bill cL 
obliging the companies to see that their contractors pa; 
wages of the labourers once a week, and that in hard < 
(Hear, hear.) We have provided that if the contracts 
sub-contractor fail to do so from Saturday to Monday, 
shall be a summary process against either at the choice o 
labourer, and that he shall be obliged to pay double 
amount of wages for every day's delay. (Hear.) But 
is not the only point in which we consider the interests o: 
railway labourer, and this suggestion comes from my 
Friend Mr. Stephenson. It is, that the companies sha 
required, on the demand of the Railway Commissioner 
construct decent and suitable dwellings for the labourer{ 
fore they commence their works. Nothing can be stro 
than the language used in the report which lies on the 1 
on this point. It states truly, that it is in vain to thii 
improving the morals of the people, except you begin b; 
proving their social condition. In practice, however, it 
been found that railway labourers have been generally ci 
ed into dwellings and put in places not fit for pigs, i 
may think this measure an interference with free trade ii 
construction of railways ; but I understand, from all th 
contractors in the kingdom, that it is cheaper to them i 
end to consult the convenience and comforts of their labc 
Experience teaches that if a man is imcomfortable at 
he will go to the public house, and that where the labourer 
not be comfortably provided for, and have no opportunit' 
bringing their wives with them, they will get tired c 
work, and desert it altogether. 

But, Sir, there is also another advantage attendi 
arrangement, and it is this — that it wiU afford 
poor-law guardians in Ireland additional means of pi 
for the labourers in their own parishes who may 
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^^N emplojmeiit. It might be in vain, without this pro- 
^ raioiiy for the poor-law guardians to say to an idle la* 
^x lllBrar irlio asked for relief, that he might get emploj- 
^tlBBt on a railway thirty or forty miles off; for his 
i^-lanrer might fairly be, " Where arc my wife and family to 
ajlta?" But now I think that with justice, and mercy too, 
^ Ik win be in the power of every poor-law guardian to say, 
"Here is an order for a spade, a pick-axe, and a shovel, on 
Hut or that railway where they want men ; go there and you 
ifll get employment, and will find a decent dwelling too ; 
gist jon gone, you have no longer a claim for relief upon us." 
I therefore think, Sir, that we shall thus furnish my noble 
hiend "with great facilities for carrying out his Poor Law 
Amendment Act, greatly assisting the workhouse test. 

Sir, I will now come to consider what will be the effect upon 
•Ireland of the construction of railways in that country; and in 
doing BO I think I may appeal to the testimony of Mr. Smith, 
cf Deanston, as to that of an able as well as an impartial 
vitncBS. The House will, no doubt, expect to hear, if Mr. 
Smith, of Deanston, is asked what measure of all others would 
be ihe one most calculated to improve the condition of Ireland, 
that his answer would be, * * drain the bogs. ' * (Hear, hear. ) Mr. 
Smith, however, being asked before a Committee of this House 
what measure he would adopt for such a purpose, replied at 
onoOy " Advance the construction of railways, and then agri- 
cultural improvement will speedily follow. " (Hear, hear.) Mr. 
Smith, of Deanston, was then asked what would be the value 
*^ef railways to an agricultural population — that being the gist 
of the examination by the hon. Member for Montrose, who 
put the question — and he answered — 

" That the improvement of the land for one mile only on each side of 
* the railway so constructed would be so great that it would pay the cost 
of the wholo construction." 

These were his words — 

" I think it will ultimately prove to bo a most important benefit to 
that country. In my opinion there are few districts in which railway 
communication could be introduced, where the yalue of the country 
through which the railway passed would not be raised to aa extent equal 
to the whole cost of the railway." (Hear, hear.) 
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Af guiiig oufim < ^am of 640 taxes far eYevjj Bqjj^sukSk 
deduoting (the land -ooetipied l»y £»nce9, poada, «Ad toi 
he e&tened into; lb iccilcdbtioii of the g«ua dfirivable fr 
miere earriagie. of tlfteprodiiise of the land, and therbtuek oi 
of i)adiui]}e,jeaal8« jtiles, bdcks, kjn,, and' eBtimates the 
thi'ough ^96 means on eyjerj square nule to amc 
307^. 3s,Qd,f jw 614?. 5*. « year on 12J80 a«res, a 
ea,eh imile of raU$v:ay, this being thedifferenoe of the 
carfiiaige'iittder the old mode of ^onyeyanee as compar 
the new, EeUowing ' up this caflenlaltion , he says tea r^ 
railway ajb twenty years' purchase would fgive 1^C> 
carrying it qn to iifteen miles, it will he seen, he sa^ 
l,$00-^iles.of rsilway will improve the landv through wl 
passes tethe-ext^nt of l,920>00O acres, €it the rate of i 
on .'each side. This, taken at twenty-fi¥e years* ^wk 
will equal.23,033,625/. sterling in-i^he permanent impvovn 
of !the land of Ireland. But : he says, * * 1 -H gi^e you a -pRs 
pax}^ by relerring to tlike ease of ^e Edinburgh and Gl 
Railway." He says the land through which the Edin 
aad Glasgow Railway passes was let on an average ei I 
aore previous to the vconstruction iof : that line. ; and no. 
let mi from 30$, to 40$. the acre. (Hear, 'hears) Take 
howeifdr^ not 2o$. or 30$. as the annual improTeinent,btt, 
per aore as the amount of the improv»inient'of ,the I4; 
Ireland through which these railways will pass, and 
calculate the increased value of ll ,920^000 acres. The I 
will find that it equals a capital of 24,000, OOOZ. sterling, 
effect, therefore, of carrying out the system of raUwaji 
struotion in IrekuBd, would he to add 23,000^000 
24,000,000?. sterling to. the vakie of the knd in 
country. 

But» Sir, the only -advantage of the plan dees not cons 
this. When you employed the labour of Ireland on*" 
works of idleness which you began' last winter, and eon 
to this day — when you employed 83,000 men so far ba( 
last July upon 3,809 miles of road, you spoiled th( 
lines of communication through 'die country ; and vrhwk 
made new ones, you diminished the quantity of land ^vaS 
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fqr.AQ.prQduotion.Qf oora^. aud ibad in general by so mueh. 
Ton also permanently burthened tbe country less for tbeir re- 
pair and maintenance. (Hear, bear.) Far different, bowever, 
18 my jK^bepifi. I purpose to relieive tbe country of a cess for 
ihe maintenance of 550^000 people at trnproductive labour — 
of people practically in a state of idleness, witb one Jband ; 
while, '>i?itb^eotber, I do not oppress yonwiili any equivalent 
charge by way of compensation. Tbe land on wbicb tbe 

|l,500imilefi of railway stand will occupy 15,000 acres, and 
will pdy poor-rate in each parish through which the railway 
passeSb (Hear, hear.) jSTow, Sir, the average charge for the 

f poor-rate on the English lines amounts to one and a half per 
cent, on tbe gross traffic ; I assume the gross traffic on the 
Irish lines to be, on the average, 1 ,000?. per mile. On all 
the Ei^glisb and Scotch railroads now in operation, the average 
amount of the gross traffic is 3,500i^. per mile. But I take 
the traffic of Ireland to be equal to two sevenths of the traffic 
of ibe English Hnes for my present purpose, this would give * 
l^L per mile, occi^ying ten acres of land, that is 30«. 
am: acre poer-mte on 15*000 acres, amounting to 22,500/. 
aifjear. Of all the railways opened in Ireland up to this 
poizvb rof time, none have paid so little as 1,000?. gToss 
tijaBic ,per mile ; on the contrary, those which three years 
agof.only :paid 950/. per mil^, now pay 1,600?. I there- 
fil0 .leave, it to you. Sir, to say whether I am overstating 
A^ ease. I ought now to explain to the House what, in my 
I ogonioDy win be the effect of this proposition. A gross traffic 

• of 6222. ;per mile, after deducting the cost of working tlie line, 

^ would exactly pay the Government interest, leaving nothing 
for tl^ shareholders. The ordinary estimate of the cost of 
worlung a line \& 40 per cent, on the gross traffic; the first 
j«l^ of its being in opei*ation the Arbroath and Forfar Eail- 
wfi^ was worked at the low cost of 202?. per mile ; the gi*eatcr 
the traffic, the greater, of course, is the cost as well as the 
gain, Ihere being a greater necessity for increased plant, . 

, within certain limits. Well, then. Sir, this is the calculation 
I, have made; taking 1,600?. a mile as the average cost of 
Cflculatien — ^the Arbroath and Forfar Railway cost, as I have 
I stetedy only 9,000?. per mile; but taking 16,000?. per mile 
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as the average cost of construction of all the railways 
land, it will stand as follows : — 
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This, Sir, would at once call forth the capital of the 
try; and there cannot he a douht that, if a hill were 
this Session to the effect that I have suggested, there 
he enough capital suhscrihed within a week to constr 
the lines of railway sanctioned hy the Legislature for I 
And thus, Sir, you would not only have 110,000 lal 
employed upon productive works; hut you would have, 
the present circxunstances of the country, the promo 
these undertakings pressing on the works for the pur 
availing themselves of the present redundancy of the 
market, and I cannot douht hut that ahove 200,000 lal 
would he instantaneously employed. 

But, Sir, I have not as yet detailed all the adva 
of this measure. The land to he hought — say 1,500 
at the rate of ten acres per mile — for the construe 
these railways, would give 1,500,000?, for the pui 
money. The land for the railways already const: 
cost, on the average, 170?. per acre; so that the 
will perceive I do not exaggerate my statements. < 
sum 201, per acre will have to he paid for tenant rij 
those in occupation of the land; and assuming the I 
hare been purchased abeady on 300 miles, 1,250,00< 
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raoMiin to be paid to the laii(fioi>}g for tlioir property. At 
1702. per acre, the sum will be equal to 2,040,000/., of which 
. 240^0^. would be divided among the oocupying tenants, in 
number, probably, amounting at least to the number of aere:^ 
estered upon. These large sums would be thu& put at the 
disposal of the landlords and the occupying tenants ; and 
would be expended by them on the improvement of their 
land^ and the employment of the people of Ireland. (Hear, 
hear.) 

I now come. Sir, to the bearing of this measure upon the 
public revenue. (Hear, hoar.) I hear it whispered about, 
that to raise the 16,000,000?. of money, which is my propo- 
sition, on the security of 8,000,000/. for tho completion of 
1,500 miles of railway in Ireland, would knock down the 
money market and put the screw on the commerce and trade 
of this country. That, Sir, however, I do not believe. I 
cannot conceive that to raise a sum of 16,000 fiOOl., spread 
o¥er four years, (hear, hoar,) at the rate of 1,000,0002. for 
orery three months, would have any, the slightest, effect upon 
the money market, or upon the commerce of this country. 
Sir, I have consulted several experienced persons upon the 
aabjeet — persons of great ability as well as great experience — 
BpaotOBg others, tho hon. Member for Westmoreland, a Director 
of the Bank of England (Mr. Alderman Thompson), and 1 
ahaU tell you shortly what is their opinion as to the effect of 
such a proceeding — ^it is that it would have no appreciable 
influence upon either. But, Sir, have we no experience in 
our own knowledge on this subject? Did wo not in 1835 
raiae a sum of 15,000,000?. to pay the slave compen- 
sation money; and what was the effect of that proceeding 
i^K>ii the public funds of the country? Did it kick thorn 
down* OS it has been objected to my plan, or screw up 
ih# trade and commerce of the country? Quite the con^ 
tmry* as the House will perceive from the following facts : 
— -The Slave Compensation Act, 3 and 4 William IV. cap. 
73, received tho Royal Assent, August 28, 1833. The aver- 
age priee of Consols at that period was 89?. The loan of 
15,0Q0,000Z. was contracted for on the 8th August, 1835. 
Tk© oontractors were to receive for ev^T^ IQQi. •3A5is«5ft>t\fci^*i 
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diture, not of 16,000,000?. only, Inrt 16,000,000?. lent I 
Goivernment with 8,000,000?. share capital added, mak 
ike whole 24,'OOO,0OOZ, in Ireland, an enormous eteoi 
inoreased revemie. (Hear, hear.) We have it 6tat« 
Messrs. Grissell and Peto, who are constantly emp] 
9^00 labouring men on English railways, that in or 
^omote habits of sobriety, it was thought ^idvisable to r< 
each man to one gallon of strong beer a day. (Laug 
Now, a gallon of strong beer brewed from malt and 
pays 4:d, duty ; so that each railway labourer, setting 
what his family consumes, and what he pays on the 
articles, such as tea, tolmcco, and sugar, actually pa} 
sum of 5L Os. 4d. per year in excise on beer alone. ] 
see, then, how this calculation may be worked out. On 
ing at and comparing the amount of excise paid by the 
people with the amount of excise paid by the Scotc 
find that the Scotch, in the excise duty alone, paid 1?. 
per head on the whole population ; whilst in Irelan 
amount was only 35. lOfc?. per head. This, after exd 
and deducting the soap and brick duties, not paid in Ir 
showed a difference in the amount of excise duties pi 
Irish and Scotch of 16«. S^d, per head. Now, Sir, I ai 
going to say that this calculation would be entirely cc 
as regards the entire population of Ireland ; it was, ho^ 
made by Mr. Stanley, of the Board of Works, about ten 
ago ; nor do I mean to state that the effect of making 
miles bf railway will be to raise the entire population c 
land up to the level of ihe population in Scotland, 
think I may say, and ncyt overcharge the case, ihe 
popwlation of 560,000 represented by 110,000 laboure 
be raisod to the average level of all Scotland. (Hear, 
if, then, we calculate what 16$, 3|e?. per head will o( 
on 550^000 persons, we shall find an additii^nal yearly 8 
to*tfae revenue to the extent of 447,44^?., and this at 
cent, interest will represent a capital of 12,784,000?. 
then there are the oustoms duties ; and I think when 
oominicting railways, it will not be unfair to assume rtl 
ouatoms will be as much increased as the excise. I ani 
there 18 a great difficulty in getting at the exact aiM 
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euatoms duties paid by Ireland and Scotland, so large a por- 
ticHi of those duties being received in this country; but from 
an estimate made, not by myself, but either by Mr. Porter or 
:Mr. M'Gregor, in official finance accounts, I find the gross 
amount of customs in Ireland shows an average of 5s. 8d, per 
liead, Scotland 135., making a difference between Ireland and 
Gotland of 7^. 4d, per head. This difference would reprc- 
Bent a sum of 202,000?. a year, representing, at 3| per 
.cent, interest, a capital of nearly 6,000,000?. sterling. If 
it were fair to calculate on this employment continuing after 
the railways were completed and in full vigour, it would 
be right for me to say there would be an increase of re- 
venue to the State for ever of no less than 649,000?. per 
year, representing a capital of more than 18,000,000?. sterling. 
(Hear, hear.) But taking the amount even at half, the re- 
sult will give you a capital of 9,000,000?.; or, at one-third, it 
would still represent a capital of above 6,000,000?. (Cheers.) 

Now, Sir, there would be good grounds for thinking that the 
execution of 1,500 miles of railway will employ as many people 
hereafter as when in the course of construction. It is ad- 
mitted by all those who have a practical knowledge of the 
liubject, that the working of the railways, when opened, will 
absorb a great portion of the railway labourers employed in 
their construction. It is a fact, that ten men per mile are 
required on the permanent way and for the maintenance atid 
repair of the engines and the plant of the railway. There 
will also be many men required as artificers, engine makers, 
and coachmakers, to attend to the construction of the new 
engines, carriages, and trucks, continually required to re- 
cruit the old plant — indeed, not fewer than six men per mile 
will be required on this account, together with those for whom 
new occupations will be created all along the new lines; 
so here are sixteen men per mile, at the least, that will be 
.i absorbed. (Hear, hear.) 

We may further look at what railways have done in 
this country. Look at the towns that have grown up 
on the South Westeni Railway, Kingston-on-Thames for 
instance. But look still more at what has been done 
elsewhere, at the southern terminus of that line, at IhM 
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;ks and buildings which have grown up at Southamptoi 
3 can easily imagine that the South Western Railway in thi 
•y has absorbed labourers at the rate of sixty men per mik 
xj should not the Irish lines, when made, absorb a lik 
imber ? (Hear, hear.) If I look at the English railway* 
see towns have grown up, and improvements have bee 
.lade on every side; and will not this be peculiarly the caa 
n Ireland ? I take, for instance, the railway to Valenti 
Harbour. (Hear, hear.) We have the evidence of Mi 
Walker, the Admiralty engineer, to this effect, ** thai 
sooner or later, Valentia Harbour must be the America 
packet station for the whole of the Empire." We have th 
testimony of the late Lord Liverpool to the same effect. Th 
late Lord Liverpool said, in 1826, ** that Valentia Harbou 
must eventually become the point of departure for all Europ 
for the western hemisphere;" — (hear, hear,) — and who coul 
doubt, if 195 miles of railway were constructed in that direc 
tion, that the workmen originally employed in constructing 
the railway would forthwith be called upon to raise the house/ 
towns and docks, the construction of which would nccessaril 
follow ? (Hear, hear.) Take another division of the counti 
— open the road to the Sligo mines by means of a railwa 
and the result will be, that a mining population will gr 
up like the mining population of Staffordshire and Wa) 
(Hear, hear.) And while I take the lowest estimate of 
creased revenue — namely, 215,000^. a year or thereabc 
representing a capital of 6,000,000^. — I think I offer to 
country a plan which not only will give ample security 
all the moDoys advanced or guaranteed, but which will 
the indirect profit that must be afforded, give an imn 
inoroase to the revenue of the State, and add to the o 
of the country. (Cheers.) 

Sir, it may be said, as it has been said by some, if 
enterprise cannot help itself, or walk without crutches 
enterprise must be allowed to fall. This is not my c 
Of the opinion of my Friend. I beg leave to say, is 
to this, that I have received this day a message £r< 
Moss, one of the earliest promoters of the Manchei 
Lherpool Railw&j, tO' this effeoli :«^ 
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^Ifit had not been for a loan of 100,000/., adTiinoed by the Oo- 
tmunent of that day, he doubted whether the MaAche«tcr and Liverpool 
Blulwiay would over have been made." (Cheers.) 

Well, Sir, but there will be another argument used against 

B^, proposal for a loan; it has been used, not in this House, 

llftt'^lsewhere; that a loan made to Irish landlords and Irish 

■Mjttrests will never be repaid. Sir, grosser injustice and 

H^Bser ignorance of history was nev^ displayed than is dis- 

■layed by those who make such unfounded statements. (Hear^) 

Krue, it may be, that when a million sterling was advanced to 

Hky the tithes due to the Protestant clergy of Ireland, that 

pban was never repaid ; but the reHgious feelings of the great 

'majority of the people were concerned and affected in that 

rnaatter. But, on the other hand, we have the authority of 

Lotd Devon, that, as regards loans to Ireland, so far from 

ihos^ loans not being repaid, the truth is, it has been the 

ciutom of England to lend her money to Ireland at usurious 

interest (hear) ; and, out of the profit made by the usurious 

iaierest on loans, Ireland has repaid one^hird, or I may say 

two-thirds, of all **the grants," as well as the loans made to 

her. (Hear, hear.) But with regard to the good faith of the Irish 

jpaople, there are repudiators in America, but none in Ireland. 

^Cheers.) A circumstance has come to my knowledge in 

aapport of this fact, which I will relate. The Agricultural 

Bank of Ireland, which had its head-quarters at Cork, failed; 

and when its affairs were wound up, it was found there Wa* . 

•ibailt 900,000Z. out at interest on notes, the joint notes of 

ttvo'tenants, or of a tenant and his landlord; and the greater 

part of this amount was for sums not exceeding 20^. When 

Ae affairs were wound up, such was the good faith, the 

konesty of the people who gave these notes, that hardly a 

lAiUing was lost. (Cheers.) Another instance of the good 

faiih of a still lower class in Ireland I have from Mr. Prosser, 

aa;eagineer. Mr. Prosser is an Engltshman, and two or three 

jeani ago had in his employment between 3,000 aod 4,000 

mtou. He says, when he firfet commenced, it tiras necessary, 

if AA Englishman was employed, to have two poHoemen to 

mtUnd and protect him. (Laughter.) fie wished to work a 

wimiug machine to oat wood, &r the parpoae of oonatniotitt 




wooden rails for a wooden railway on which he w 
At first, there was a disposition on the part of ^» 
to use violence towards his sawyers. He soon fVr^a 
ever, that with the Irish rioters he had only to s^e/ 
and to reason with them, and to reason and liindr 
speedily listened ; and heing satisfied he was come n 
jure hut to employ and henefit them, they quickly s 
service. These poor fellows, so Mr. Pressor infer 
upon their first appearance, proved to he pretty mn. 
condition of "Brian O'Linn,'* who, as the old balla 
you know. Sir, " had no breeches to wear,'' Yet 
they learned to like and to appreciate the Englishman 
forts, and, instead of working only three or four 
week, as at first, they soon desired to work hard ev( 
of the week; and next they got to ask for little loans ( 
or 30s. to purchase clothes, that they might go to chu 
cently, and improve the furniture of their cabins. (Hear 
Mr. Pressor assured me he never refused them, and ^^^^ 
no one instance was a breach of faith committed by ^ 
men towards him. Every farthing of the loans was hon 
worked out and repaid. (Hear, hear.) And, therefore, 
it is said out of doors that we shall not be repaid if we 
the Irish people our money, I say, here is a complet 
futation of the charge ; and that the charge is a 
dalous calumny upon an honest people and an entire n^^ 
(Cheering.) ^ 

I will now say how I propose the repayment of the lo 
to take place. It was originally my intention, that the rep 
ment should commence seven years after the railway had b< 
in operation, and that the whole sum advanced should 
repaid by instalments in the course of twenty years ; fo\ 
held, and still hold, that a debt on which full interest «^. 
some profit is made is no debt at all to the State — (he^^ 
hear) — and, in my opinion, it would not matter how long {\^ 
repayment of the loan was defeiTod. But, on consulting th 
monied interest on the subject, I was told that repayment V 
instalments would make such confusion in the dividends of th 
railways, that common persons who held shares would not b^ 
able to tell how they stood, and ^ouldwot b^ iUle to calculat, 



^ 



I 38 

I mad understand to what dividend they would be horn year to 
r jear entitled. As it appeared, therefore, to be desirable to 
Muae a definite period in which the whole sum adyanced 
iixmld be ^snd, I decided at once to name thirty years. We 
ikwe put that period in the Bill. (Hear, hear.) 
H|||fiir, I have heard it said, at different times, that there is a 
^^Ker of an outbreak in Ireland. We have heard this story 
^HKkousand tim^ repeated, and as often refuted, " that the 
Hukrying peasantry of Ireland are purchasing arms with which 
H| commence an outbreak in that eiMDiilry." Sir, I do not 
Hpieve one word of any such representation. (Hear, hear.) 
B can only express my great surprise, that with a people 
fctmr ving by thousands — ^with such accounts as we have read 
jmnrxng the last two days — of ten dead bodies out of eleven 
found lying unburied in one cabin ; of seven putrid corpses in 
another ; of dogs and swine quarrelling over and fighting for 
the dead carcases of Christians ; of the poor consigned coffin- 
less to their graves, and denied the decencies of Christian 
burial, that the price of the coffin saved might prolong, for a 
few days, the sufferings of the dying — I, Sir, for one, look 
with amazement at the patience of the Irish people. (Loud 
cbeers.) I see it not in my own country; we see it not in 
France. We have heard of seven villages in France burned 
by the peasantry in the course of last autumn ; and, seeing 
this, I think, with regard to the Irish people, we ought to 
look with admiration on the patience they have displayed. 
(Cheering.) Talk of discontent — ^talk of sedition — talk of 
outbreaks ; let me, I say, — which I wiU do if this BiU is 
allowed to pass, — fill the starving bellies of the Irish pea- 
santry with good beef and good mutton ; with good wheaten 
bread and good strong beer ; and their pockets with EngHsh 
gold, wherewithal to purchase for themselves the blankets 
and broadcloths of Yorkshire and of Wiltshire, and the fus- 
tians of Manchester ; and for their wives and their daughters 
the printed cottons of Stockport, and may be the ribbons of 
Coventry ; and I, the Saxon, with my head will answer for the 
loyalty and the honour of the Irish people. Yes, Sir, I, the 
Saxon, will lead them, through their wants fulfilled, their 



